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BOUNDARY QUESTION 

1. AS MOST ADDRESSEES ARE AWARE THE UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA HAVE EOR SOME TIME BEEN NEGOTIATING THE QUESTION 
OE THE EOUR US-CANADA OEFSHORE BOUNDARIES (EISHERIES 
ZONE AND CONTINENTAL SHELF). DIFFERENT LINES HAVE BEEN 
PUBLISHED BY THE TWO COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY IN THE GULF 
OF MAINE, WHERE CANADA HAS PUBLISHED AN EQUIDISTANT LINE 
AND THE US HAS PUBLISHED A LINE EMBRACING ALL OE GEORGES 
BANK BASED ON NATURAL PROLONGATION PROM OUR COAST 

AND PROPORTIONALITY TO THE RESPECTIVE LENGTHS OF COASTLINE 
OP THE TWO COUNTRIES. DUE TO LACK OP PROGRESS TO DATE IT 
IS NOW BECOMING INCREASINGLY POSSIBLE THAT RESOLUTION OF 
THESE BOUNDARY DISPUTES MAY BE SOUGHT THROUGH SOME 
MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE THIRD PARTY PROCEEDING. A LEADING 
POSSIBILITY WOULD, OP COURSE, BE SUBMISSION OP THE MATTER 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OP JUSTICE AT THE HAGUE, OR TO 
A SUBGROUP OF THAT COURT. HOWEVER, DEPT DETERMINATION AS 
TO RELATIVE DESIRABILITY OP ICJ, OR SOME OTHER THIRD PARTY 
PROCEEDING, WILL DEPEND IN SUBSTANTIAL PART ON ANALYSIS OP 
OUR CHANCES FOR SUCCESS BEPORE ICJ. 

2. IN ORDER EOR DEPT TO MAKE AN INTELLIGENT JUDGMENT ON 
THIS QUESTION, WE WILL NEED AS MUCH INPORMATION AS WE CAN 
REASONABLY OBTAIN ON THE CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE ICJ, THEIR 
VIEWS ON LAW OF THE SEA (PARTICULARLY DELIMITATION) 

ISSUES, ANY ECONOMIC ZONE OR SHELF DELIMITATION PROBLEMS 
OP THE COUNTRY OF WHICH THEY ARE NATIONALS WITH NEIGHBOR- 
ING STATES, RELEVANT ASPECTS OF THEIR GENERAL LEGAL 
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PHILOSOPHIES, THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO THEIR RESPECTIVE 
POREIGN MINISTRIES, IF ANY, AND THE LIKELIHOOD OP THEIR 
SEEKING OR ACCEPTING GUIDANCE PROM THEIR NATIONAL GOVERN- 
MENTS. IN ADDITION, WE WOULD WISH TO KNOW THE MANNER IN 
WHICH THE PARTICULAR JUDGES AND THEIR HOME COUNTRIES 
(ADDRESSEES) WOULD TEND TO VIEW A DISPUTE BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA. (WE SUSPECT THAT, ALL OTHER 
THINGS BEING EQUAL, MANY LDCS MIGHT FAVOR CANADIAN POSI- 
TIONS SIMPLY BECAUSE CANADA HAS BEEN EPPECTIVE IN 
CEMENTING ITS RELATIONS WITH THE THIRD WORLD.) IN SHORT, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO AMASS ALL POSSIBLY RELEVANT INPORMATION 
ON THE ICJ JUSTICES AS WELL AS RELEVANT INPORMATION ON 
THE POSITIONS OP THEIR COUNTRIES ON RELEVANT ISSUES. 

3. PLEASE PROVIDE INPORMATION REQUESTED ABOVE AS 
PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE A PRELIM- 
INARY REPORT BY JANUARY 17, ALONG WITH AN INDICATION AS 
TO WHAT PURTHER RESEARCH WILL BE UNDERTAKEN. EOR YOUR 
INPORMATION, PRESENT MAKEUP OP THE COURT IS AS POLLOWS: 
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PRESIDENT, E. JIMENEZ DE ARECHAGA, URUGUAY 
VICE PRESIDENT, NAGENDRA SINGH, INDIA 

JUDGES: 

I. EORSTER, SENEGAL 
A. GROS, ERANCE 

M. LACKS, POLAND 
H. C. DILLARD, UNITED STATES 
L. IGNACIO-PINTO, BENIN 
E. DE CASTRO, SPAIN 
P. D. MOROZOV, USSR 

SIR HUMPHREY WALDOCK, UNITED KINGDOM 

J. M. RUDA, ARGENTINA 

H. MOSLER, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OE GERMANY 
T. O. ELIAS, NIGERIA 
S. TARAZI, SYRIA 
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BANK BASED ON NATURAL PROLONGATION PROM OUR COAST 
AND PROPORTIONALITY TO THE RESPECTIVE LENGTHS OF COASTLINE 
OP THE TWO COUNTRIES. DUE TO LACK OP PROGRESS TO DATE IT 
IS NOW BECOMING INCREASINGLY POSSIBLE THAT RESOLUTION OF 
THESE BOUNDARY DISPUTES MAY BE SOUGHT THROUGH SOME 
MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE THIRD PARTY PROCEEDING. A LEADING 
POSSIBILITY WOULD, OP COURSE, BE SUBMISSION OP THE MATTER 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OP JUSTICE AT THE HAGUE, OR TO 
A SUBGROUP OF THAT COURT. HOWEVER, DEPT DETERMINATION AS 
TO RELATIVE DESIRABILITY OP ICJ, OR SOME OTHER THIRD PARTY 
PROCEEDING, WILL DEPEND IN SUBSTANTIAL PART ON ANALYSIS OP 
OUR CHANCES FOR SUCCESS BEPORE ICJ. 

2. IN ORDER EOR DEPT TO MAKE AN INTELLIGENT JUDGMENT ON 
THIS QUESTION, WE WILL NEED AS MUCH INPORMATION AS WE CAN 
REASONABLY OBTAIN ON THE CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE ICJ, THEIR 
VIEWS ON LAW OF THE SEA (PARTICULARLY DELIMITATION) 

ISSUES, ANY ECONOMIC ZONE OR SHELF DELIMITATION PROBLEMS 
OP THE COUNTRY OF WHICH THEY ARE NATIONALS WITH NEIGHBOR- 
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PHILOSOPHIES, THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO THEIR RESPECTIVE 
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MENTS. IN ADDITION, WE WOULD WISH TO KNOW THE MANNER IN 
WHICH THE PARTICULAR JUDGES AND THEIR HOME COUNTRIES 
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TIONS SIMPLY BECAUSE CANADA HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE IN 
CEMENTING ITS RELATIONS WITH THE THIRD WORLD.) IN SHORT, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO AMASS ALL POSSIBLY RELEVANT INFORMATION 
ON THE ICJ JUSTICES AS WELL AS RELEVANT INFORMATION ON 
THE POSITIONS OF THEIR COUNTRIES ON RELEVANT ISSUES. 

3. PLEASE PROVIDE INFORMATION REQUESTED ABOVE AS 
PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE A PRELIM- 
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INARY REPORT BY JANUARY 17, ALONG WITH AN INDICATION AS 
TO WHAT FURTHER RESEARCH WILL BE UNDERTAKEN. FOR YOUR 
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